[bookmark: _Toc12536753]Soil Health Assessment Form
Date: ___________________________
Site description: ___________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Site history over last three years: ______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Topsoil depth: ___________________________________________
Texture (page 15):  % sand =        ; % clay = 


	
	Current Value
	Rating
	Previous Value

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Test Results Obtained from a Laboratory
	
	
	

	Cation Exchange Capacity (CEC)
(1=20 and above; 2=between 5 and 20; 3=less than 5)
[page 44]
	
	
	

	Organic matter (% by weight)
(1=4% or more; 2=2 to 4%; 3=less than 2%)
[page 71]
	
	
	

	pH
(1=5.5 to 8.0; 3=below 5.5 or above 8)
[page 25]
	
	
	

	Sodium Adsorption Ratio (SAR)
(1=less than 13; 3=more than 13)
	
	
	

	Calcium
(1=adequate amount; 3=very low or very high)
	
	
	

	Iron
(1=adequate amount; 3=very low or very high)
	
	
	

	Magnesium
(1=adequate amount; 3=very low or very high)
	
	
	

	Phosphorus
(1=adequate amount; 3=very low or very high)
	
	
	

	Potassium
(1=adequate amount; 3=very low or very high)
	
	
	

	Sodium
(1=low amount; 3=high amount)
	
	
	

	Sulfur
(1=adequate amount; 3=very low or very high)
	
	
	

	
DIY Soil Tests

	
	
	

	Aggregate stability 
(1= remain intact; 2=limited disintegration after 1 minute; 3=mostly disintegrated after 1 minute)
[page 24]
	
	
	

	Compaction
(1=wire penetrates at least 1 foot; 2= wire penetrates  at least 8”; 3=less than 8” penetration)
[page 114]
	
	
	

	Degree of Aggregation
(1=good aggregation; 2=minimal aggregation; 3=no aggregation)
[page 23]
	
	
	

	Earthworm count (# per cubic foot)
(1=10 or more; 2=3 to 10; 3=less than 3)
[page 69]
	
	
	

	Exposed soil
(1= less than 25%; 2=25-75%; 3= 75% or more)
	
	
	

	Hardpan
(1=no hardpan; 2=deep hardpan; 3=shallow hardpan at 6” or less) [page 115]
	
	
	

	Percolation Test
(1=a value of 1-3” per hour; 2=more than 3” per hour; 3=less than 1” per hour)
[page 118]
	
	
	

	Plant health
(1=plants grow well; 2=plants are small, light green; 3=poor growth)
	
	
	

	Smell
(1=earthy, rich; 2=minimal odor; 3=sour, putrid)
	
	
	

	Salt crust
(1=none; 2=minimal; 3=significant)
[page 110]
	
	
	

	Soil Crusting
(1=no crust, 2=some crust, 3=crust over the whole surface)
[page 111]
	
	
	

	Soil Respiration
(1=3.5 to 4; 2=2.5 to 3.5; 3=less than 2.5) 
[page 113]
	
	
	

	Tighty Whitie Soil Test
(1=only the elastic is left; 2=more than half is gone; 3=less than half is gone)
[page 112]
	
	
	





Action Plan for Year: 
Date: ____________________
Site Description: ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

	Problem
	Actions
	Due Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




